
Here is something to read and ponder, but first let me share a verse from Revelation:  
 
13:11   And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, 
and he spake as a dragon.   
13:12   And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and 
them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.   
13:13   And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth 
in the sight of men,   
13:14   And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by [the means of] those miracles which he had 
power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should 
make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.   
13:15   And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast 
should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should 
be killed. 
 
Give an image to the Beast? 
 
Let us read some interesting news from the AP:  
 
WASHINGTON - The leader of the world's 1 billion Roman Catholics has been to the White 
House only once in history. That changes this week, and President Bush is pulling out all the 
stops: driving out to a suburban military base to meet Pope Benedict XVI's plane, bringing a giant 
audience to the South Lawn and hosting a fancy East Room dinner. 
 
These are all firsts. 
 
Bush has never before given a visiting leader the honor of picking him up at the airport. In fact, no 
president has done so at Andrews Air Force Base, the typical landing spot for modern leaders. 
A crowd of up to 12,000 is due at the White House on Wednesday morning for the pope's official, 
pomp-filled arrival ceremony. It will feature the U.S. and Holy See anthems, a 21-gun salute, and 
the U.S. Army Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps. Both men will make remarks before their Oval 
Office meeting and a send-off for his pope-mobile down Pennsylvania Avenue. 
 
The White House crowd will be the largest of Bush's presidency. It even beats the audience last 
spring for Queen Elizabeth II, which numbered about 7,000. 
 
The evening festivities will mark the first time the Bushes have put on a high-profile meal in honor 
of someone who isn't even a guest. Wednesday is the pontiff's 81st birthday, and the menu 
celebrates his German heritage with Bavarian-style food. 
 
But Benedict's prayer service that evening with U.S. bishops at a famed Washington basilica 
preclude him from coming to the dinner, according to the White House. Catholic leaders will be 
there instead. 
 
'Man of faith,' not politician, honored 
The president explained the special treatment — particularly the airport greeting. 
 
"One, he speaks for millions. Two, he doesn't come as a politician; he comes as a man of faith," 
Bush told the EWTN Global Catholic Network in an interview aired Friday. He added that he 
wanted to honor Benedict's conviction that "there's right and wrong in life, that moral relativism 
has a danger of undermining the capacity to have more hopeful and free societies." 
 
The Bush-Benedict get-together will be the 25th meeting between a pope and a sitting president. 
 
The first did not come until shortly after the end of World War I, when Woodrow Wilson was 
received at the Vatican by Pope Benedict XV in 1919. The next wasn't for 40 more years, when 



President Eisenhower saw Pope John XXIII in Rome. 
 
Since then, such audiences have become a must-do. Every president has met with the pope at 
least once, often more. This week makes Bush the record-holder, with a total of five meetings 
with two popes. 
 
Lets face facts we are seeing the Word of God coming to life before our eyes.  
 
Just a little piece of info I found in my research:  
 
Woodrow Wilson and Benedict XV, Vatican, Jan. 4, 1919 
 
That is correct!  The first President to meet with a pope was named Benedict.  
 
Does it mean anything, I do not know, but we are seeing something that is beyond imagination 
and it was all given to us through the Spirit of Prophecy. Have you read Chapter 35 of The Great 
Controversy of late. It was like seeing the front page news come alive in words given to our 
Messenger by God.   
 
 
 
 
 


